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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.04 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house of the facts of an occupational and public health issue that was the subject of a question without notice to 
me on Wednesday, 14 October 2015.  

On 9 October 2015, Mr Michael Buchan, the Western Australian State Secretary of the Construction, Mining, 
Forestry and Energy Union told a media conference about the presence of asbestos at the Perth City Link 
construction site near the Horseshoe Bridge. He said that the union had become aware of the hazard on Tuesday, 
6 October 2015. Mr Buchan also claimed that he had advised WorkSafe of his concerns, but that WorkSafe had 
not responded to concerns about this issue and had not contacted him regarding the outcome of any 
investigation. He demanded action and asserted that work would be stopped pending there being adequate 
protection for workers. He claimed that this situation would not arise in any other jurisdiction other than Western 
Australia, presumably a criticism of WorkSafe, its investigators and the state’s asbestos risk management 
regime. 

The Public Transport Authority advises that a small amount of material containing asbestos had been uncovered 
by workers at a construction site near the Horseshoe Bridge a couple of weeks before. The material was found 
during excavation of a 150-metre long trench for sewer and water pipes, and consisted of a few small chips of 
non-friable asbestos. Work was immediately halted and a licensed asbestos removalist was engaged to ensure the 
material was properly contained and removed. As an additional precaution, all of the spoils from the trench were 
treated as potentially contaminated. It is important to stress that the small amount of material found was not 
friable, as had been claimed. This means the asbestos was fully bonded in the material and there was no risk of 
fibres being released into the air. 
I am pleased to inform the house that independent testing of air samples taken from 5 to 7 October 2015 has been 
unable to detect asbestos at the site during the removal of potentially contaminated soil. A WorkSafe inspector 
visited the site on Thursday, 8 October 2015, the day before the CFMEU’s media conference, and confirmed that 
all appropriate procedures had been followed to ensure the safety of workers and members of the public. The 
process for removing asbestos-containing materials identified during excavation of the trench had already been 
substantially completed prior to Mr Buchan’s report. Bags that remained on the site included the personal 
protective equipment used by workers. These bags had been marked as containing asbestos and sealed for proper 
disposal, although no airborne fibres were detected by the independent laboratory. 
On receiving an email report of a potential breach of safety and health laws, it is WorkSafe’s standard procedure 
to provide the complainant with a “request to attend” number by return email. This number can be used when 
providing additional information or making inquiries about an investigation. Consistent with WorkSafe’s 
standard procedure, a reply email was sent to Mr Buchan at 3.31 pm on 7 October 2015. This included advice 
that “an inspector will only contact you if they require further information”. WorkSafe’s standard procedure in 
relation to follow-up calls in response to a “request to attend” is well known to industry groups, including the 
CFMEU. I understand that a representative of the CFMEU followed this procedure to make further contact with 
WorkSafe at 2.15 pm on 9 October 2015. In short, the issue had been identified and investigated and the risk 
properly assessed and addressed. The criticisms are without foundation and the pretext for ceasing work had no 
substance. 
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